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  Dear Friends, 
 

In this season of social isolation, we invite you to pause and enjoy a moment 
of human connectedness. 
 

It’s mid-2020 as I write this, and most of us have been practicing varying 
forms of self-quarantine and social distancing for nearly half a year, on 
account of the novel coronavirus pandemic. The reality in Guatemala is even 
harsher: communities that struggle in normal times are buckling under the 
weight of job loss and pandemic restrictions. Public programs are shut down, 
available work is scarce, and families are starving. In the face of community 
needs, SewHope abruptly shifted gears to provide emergency food aid to the 
most vulnerable in our community. 
 

But the Spirit prevails – both human and Holy. In the pages of our annual 
report you will find nostalgia, anticipation, and humanity. We look back, 
wistfully, at the successes of our pre-pandemic projects; we look forward, with 
hope, to restarting our programs and finishing our NEW SCHOOL BUILDING 
(see the centerfold!); and in the midst of it all, we hold on to each other. 
 

The secret to SewHope’s success and resiliency is our staff. I’m sure that all 
organizations say this, but for SewHope it’s true: we have the best staff in 
the world. So we’ve given a bit of extra space to the members of our team, 
so that they can tell you a little about why they do what they do. I hope you’ll 
take a moment to read their words, look at their faces, and pray for them: 
even as the world falters and poverty threatens to overwhelm their 
community, these are the men and women who stand and fight. It is through 
them, and people like them, that the Love of God will conquer all things. 
 

Warmly & truly yours, 
 
 

 
Rachel Easley 
Director (U.S.) 

 

“Clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony… And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.”    Colossians 3:14, 17 



 

Staff Leadership 

Board of Directors 
TRUSTEES – UNITED STATES 
Anne Ruch, MD – Chair 
Randall Ruch, PhD, MPH – Vice 

Chair, Chair of Public Health 
Gloria Buganski – Treasurer 
Timothy Kuhn, MS – Secretary 
Roxanne Ward, MEd – Chair of 

Education 
Gary Collins, MD 
David Mallory, MD 
Gregory Smith, PhD 
Dorothea Sawicki, PhD 

TRUSTEES - GUATEMALA 
Marta Balsells 
Isabel de Bosch 
Rudy Gonzalez 
Lucky Hernandez, MD 
Coral Matus, MD 

Mayra Martinez 
Director (Guatemala), Nurse & Cytotech 

“I like everything I do. I feel satisfied, happy 
and blessed to work and be part of SewHope 
and fulfill our mission that God has entrusted 
us to care for, serve, and teach. For me it is 
satisfying to see satisfied and grateful faces 
because of our work.” 

Rachel Easley 
Director (U.S.) 

“The best part of my job is working 
with the staff team in Guatemala. To 
see the passion and determination 
each staff member brings to work 
each day – that’s the highlight of 
working for SewHope.” 



 

  

Women’s Health 

“As a child I always wanted to be in a 
place where I could help out and 
share my abilities. Today I am 
honored to say that SewHope has 
given me the opportunity to continue 
my path. Being a nurse here is the 
best thing ever, especially when I get 
the pap results of hundreds of 
women. No one else can feel what I 
am feeling when I am about to give 
an abnormal result… That is when I 
know that I am stronger than ever.” 

Silvia Castellanos 
Nurse & Teaching Assistant 



 

  
2019: BY THE NUMBERS 

• 1,390 women were screened for cervical cancer 
• Over 88 women were treated for pre-cancerous lesions 
• 3 medical mission trips brought U.S. doctors and medical 

students to northern Guatemala 
• 5 training events were held with local nurses to improve pap 

smear techniques 
• 2 cytotechs from the U.S. visited to train local cytotechs in 

preparing and reading pap smear slides 

 



 

   

Education 

Seiner Lopez 
Education Director 

“A long time ago I discovered that I was 
completely in love with my work. Today I can 
say that it is one of the best things that has 
happened to me in life; my profession is a 
very important part of everyday life and I like 
it more every day. Working for my students 
fills me with satisfaction; creating and 
looking for ways of learning for them is the 
best. As the person in charge of Education, I 
like to give the students the best of myself, 
in knowledge, in spirituality, and in leaving 
with them an indelible mark that will last for 
all their lives.” 



 

  

2019:  
BY THE NUMBERS 

• 111 children attended 
our supplementary 
education program 

• 1 new fiber optic internet 
line was installed 

• 12 local partner schools 
received supplemental 
school meals through our 
partnership with Kids 
Against Hunger 

• >40 area children were 
seen by American 
pediatrician Dr. Jacob 
Snow in November 

Singly Can 
Teacher 

“I identify with the famous phrase 
by Pythagoras: ‘Teach children, and 
it will not be necessary to punish 
men.’ 
In my little quote I describe the 
word *EDUCAR* [to educate]: 
*E* xcitement to see smiles on my 

kids, 
*D* edicating time to homework 

and listening to their anecdotes, 
*U* niting values so that my 

children are an example of 
good actions, 

*C* ommitted to my work, because 
I love to teach, 

*A* mor [love] unconditionally in 
every way, 

*R* espect each process of 
teaching in order to achieve the 
best academic outcomes.” 



 

  
  

Our current classrooms are past capacity… 
and were never designed to be classrooms! 

In March 2019, a 
generous donor gave 
seed money to start 
building our school. 
 
In September 2019, 
architect Jonathan (left) 
and contractor Camilo 
(right) met on-site to plan 
the building project. 



 

  

Construction began in Summer 2020 – not even a global pandemic can stop 
us! SewHope is committed to our local Guatemalan community, and in the 
midst of job losses and financial insecurity caused by the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, our school construction project is providing local jobs and 
affirming our dedication to providing quality education in the region. 
 

This project is a massive undertaking, and we are inexpressibly grateful to 
the donors, volunteers, staff, and contractors who are making our vision 
come true. 
 

Would you consider joining us? 
See the insert for more information about supporting our school project. 



 

  

2019: BY THE NUMBERS 
• >21 varieties of fruits and vegetables were grown on 1.5 

acres of land 
• 25 children and 7 women raised 400 chickens to sell and 

eat 
• 8 safer, cleaner-burning stoves were installed in area 

homes 
• 1 new community received a commercial-grade water filter; 

maintenance continued on previously-installed water filters 
in 5 nearby communities 

• 2 new fish ponds provided a home for several hundred 
tilapia (which were eventually harvested and eaten) 

 

Agriculture & 
Public Health 

Elder Ojon 
Agriculture Director 

“What I like most in my work 
with SewHope is the planting 
of gardens of all kinds of fruits 
and vegetables, because at the 
end of the harvest they are 
donated to the most vulnerable 
families in the Municipality of 
Santa Ana. That is what fills me 
with happiness and motivates 
me to continue working hard.” 



 

 
 
  
  

Marcelo Graves 
Agriculture Assistant 

For me the favorite part of my job 
that I do at SewHope is planting 
vegetables. I like it very much. I 
thank you very much for the 
opportunity you have given me to 
be able to work for SewHope. 
 



 

 
   

2019 Financial Report 
Net Assets, Beginning of 2019: $329,361 
Net Assets, End of 2019:  $396,627 

2019 Revenue   2019 Expenses  

Grant Funding               $1,000  Health Program Expenses $19,386 
Corporate Funding $3,127  Education Program Expenses $39,509 
Individual Contributions $135,992  Public Health & Nutrition  

     Program Expenses 
$22,399 

Trip Contributions $3,280  
Fundraising Income $65,970  Spiritual & Mission Expenses $11,244 
Guatemalan Program  
     Income $11,455 

 Security Expenses $15,516 
 Other Program Expenses $28,510 

Investments $42,194  Fundraising Expenses    $13,095 
Other Income  $1,248  Payroll Expenses $37,797 
TOTAL REVENUE $264,266  Operating Expenses       $9,454 
   TOTAL EXPENSES $196,910 
 

2019  
TOTAL  

EXPENSES 

2019  
TOTAL  
REVENUE 

Net Income: $67,356 



 

 
  

Thank you, donors! 
$10,000+ 

Anonymous 
William Balzer & Margaret 

Lockhart 
John & Georgia DeKeyser 
Lawrence V. Conway Trust 
Randy & Anne Ruch 

$5,000 - $9,999 
Anthony & Rachel Novakovic 
Dorothea Sawicki 

$2,500 - $4,999 
Elvira Anzueto & Lucky 

Hernandez 
Mark & Gloria Buganski 
John & Susan Dignam 
Savage Family Foundation 
Suzanne Sobel-Poage 

$1,000 - $2,499 
Allstate Foundation 
Daniel & Rhonda Blue 
Gary & Sandra Collins 
Nancy Dargart 
Susan Dybowski 
Peter & Clare Grady 
David & Carol Haddix 
John & Deborah Hagan 
Bob & Barrie Howell 
David & Patricia Mallory 
Meijer 
Ray & Susan Micham 
Bill & Laura Rudolph 
Saint Michael's in the Hills 
Signature Bank, N.A. 
Gregory & Cindy Smith 
Linda Smith 
Timothy & Roxanne Ward 

$500 - $999 
Nicholas & Sara Aja 
Robert & Christine Apel 
Brittany Belkiewitz & Justin 

Miller 
James & Nancy Bingle 
Joshua & Sarah Birmingham 
Charles & Arlene Bodette 
Michael Buganski 
Catherine Cassidy 
Kim Ciesla 
Susan Clay-Hufford 
Sharla & Douglas Cook 

 

Kathleen Cott-Johnson 
Tom & Sharon Cox 
Drs. Jardin, Buganski & Duggan Inc. 
Douglas & Brenda Dymarkowski 
Nicholas & Rachel Easley 
Ewald & Maria Eisenmann 
Paul & Lori Fenton 
First Congregational Church 
Thaddeus & Katherine Gerlach 
Adrienne Green 
Ray & Mary Kate Hafemann 
Kelly Hanna 
Richard & Gail Hanson 
John & Michelle Hills 
James & Pamela Kennedy 
Sabrina Koralewski 
Lucy Lambert 
Tony & Barb Lane 
Nancy L. Lougheed 
Troy & Elizabeth Lutz 
Christine McMahon & Robert 

Robinson 
Daniel & Christine Miller 
Rebecca Mincheff 
Trent & Kylie Nissen 
Dan & MaryAnne Nowacki 
Michael & Laura Omori 
Tony & Christine Pizza 
Garrett & Lisa Raczkowski 
Jeffrey & Amy Remaklus 
Gregory & Mary Ritz 
Courtney Rusch 
Jeffery Sample 
Alisha Sangal 
William & Anne Schmidt 
Steve & Lisa Sczesny 
Bruce & Karen Shane 
Dave Shriner 
Chuck & Terrie Smith 
Steven & Linda Smith 
Thomas Snow 
St. Joseph Church 
Jean Thieroff 
Jeffrey & Deb Unverferth 
Donald Vogel 
Stef & Katelyn Wudel 
Zoar Lutheran Church 

$100 - $499 
AbbVie Employee Engagement Fund 
Steve & Nancy Allenby 
Carla Armstrong 
Craig Bailey 

 

Joseph & Elizabeth Beham 
Richard & Joyce Beham 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Era Blakney 
Emmett & Patricia Boyle 
Steve Braun 
James & Michele Brazeau 
Leslie & Ellen Breininger 
Jessica Brutlag 
James & Patricia Brzuchalski 
Timothy Bublick 
Raymond & Ruth Buganski 
Frederick Bunge 
James Bunke 
John & Mary Burchfield 
Ronald & Pat Burnard 
Michael & Debra Calabrese 
Carleton United Methodist Church 
Jack Carroll 
Michael & Anna Chlebowski 
Matthew & Ellen Christ 
Richard & Diane Christ 
Robert & Patricia Cook 
Bradley & Mary Crown 
Kathy Curry 
Jarman & Rachael Davis 
Paul & Sue DeGirolamo 
Mary Devine 
David & Elaine Dmytryka 
Dennis & Chris Donatini 
John & Jessica Dusa 
Dan & Alice Easley 
Emily Easley 
Kathryn Eisenmann 
Jon & Melissa Ellerbrock 
Steven & Nancy Elzinga 
Tim & Cindi Ernsthausen 
John & Jessica Farr 
Dulce Flor 
Elaine Gasidlo 
Henry & Barbara Geha 
Suzanne Gillespie 
David & Pauline Glaza 
Donald & Lynn Godfrey 
David & Debra Gorman 
Granite Capital LLC 
Brian & Mary Grosse 
John & Winifred Guage 
Deborah Guntsch 
Daniel & Pat Heintshel 
Richard & Diana Hess 
Donald & Janet Hickey 

 



 

 
  

James & Cheryl Hicks 
James & Virginia Hiltner 
David & Julie Hogan 
Ed & Marcia Holtz 
David & Vicki Huber 
Jeffrey Huskisson 
Pamela J. Ide 
Illinois Tool Works Foundation 
Mark & Kathy Johnson 
Michael & JoAnn Jurich 
Adam & Sara Just 
Stephen & Ellen Kalinoski 
Kevin & Susan Kenney 
Kevin & Mary Kimmet 
Tim Kimmet 
Samuel & Sharon Koon 
Christopher Kopp 
Gary & Christine Krasniewski 
David & Lyn Kruse 
Timothy Kuhn & Renata DeLaney 
Thomas & Theresa Kulka 
James & Karen Laney 
Janet Lauer 
Patricia Levey 
Jeffrey & Debra Lewis 
Catherine Lindsay 
Karl & Sue Litle 
Cindra Longenecker 
Lawrence & Susan Lottier 
Victoria Luhring 
Kimberly Madison 
Maurice & Carmel Manning 
Susan Martin 
Brad & Leslie McArthur 
Katherine McCabe 
Timothy & Lisa McCoy 
Kristen McKelvey 
Alan & Karen Meier 
Michael & Lisa Mieszczak 
John & Janine Miller 
Jeanne Miner 
Paula Monroe 
Kathy Muneio 
Lawrence & Meg Nester 
Terrence & Sharon Norts 
James & Patricia Nycz 
Daniel & Heidi O'Connor 
Richard & Jill Oblizajek 
Gladys Ofori-Atta 
Cynthia Okin & Michael Bielfeld 
Larry & Lisa Papenfuss 
Duane & Jane Paul 
Shelley Perna 
Nancy Pickens 
John Pierce & Judith Bishop-

Pierce 

 

Eric & Mary Ellen Pizza 
Christine & Melinda Rakesmith 
James & Barbara Ray 
John & Amy Raymond 
Diane Reamer Evans 
Gregory Rein 
Mary Richard 
Larry & Lynda Riggs 
Donald & Janet Robinson 
Duane & Maria Rodriguez-Winter 
Garry & Diane Saccone 
Lindsay Samuelson 
Kevin & Jo Ann Savage 
Iris Schell 
Sarah Schendel 
S.J. & Nancy Schiciano 
Jeffrey Schoen 
Kimberly Schulisch 
Carl & Jannette Schulte 
Jessica Schulte 
Russell & Diane Shindorf 
Michael & Sasha Smith 
Randy & Archetta Smith 
Thomas & Kelby Sodeman 
Tom & Lynn Sorg 
Aly Sterling 
Dennis & Karen Stickley 
David & Susan Strup 
Kevin & Marcia Swint 
Anthony Szilagye 
Joseph & Bethany Taylor 
Terry & Barbara Thomas 
Ryan & Laurie Tomkinson 
Mary Towey 
Richard & Sharon VanHove 
David & Kathleen Waldock 
James & Kimberly White 
Kandace Williams 
Leslie & Linda Wyse 
Miranda Yeung 
Karyl Young 
John & Debbie Ziegelhofer 

$1 - $99 
AAUW - Toledo Branch 
Carl & Mary Anderson 
Barbara Bailey 
Joseph & Pat Balderas 
Michelle Bauer 
R.W. & Marie Bauman 
Sally L. Binard 
Larry & Sue Bloom 
Andrea Bom 
Susan Breymaier 
Kathleen Brunt 
David & Melissa Buganski 
 

 

Cody Buzzard 
Rose Case 
Samantha & David Castro 
Duane & Sally Chojnacki 
Rodney & Sharon Clark 
Richard & Cheryl Cohen 
Gail Cordy 
Lisa Craig 
Denise Dashner 
Terri Davis 
Rick & Jeri De Groff 
Ivana de la Serna 
Henry & Karen DeMain 
Robert & Karen Friemoth 
William Giacci 
Michael & Donna Glonek 
Dan & Tina Grabardzak 
Mary Haak 
Lawrence & Karen Hack 
Brian Helvie 
Patricia Helvie 
Jane Hochmuth 
Nancy Hughes 
Cathy Hunter 
Dave Irion 
Alan Jaffee 
D. Andrew Janes 
John & Mary Keener 
Patrick & Maureen Kenney 
Craig & Janis Kleine 
Jessica Krygielski 
Ruthie Kucharewski 
Brandon & Grainne Kulka 
Gary Langenderfer 
Eric Lindsley 
Tina Madrzykowski 
Deirdre Manning 
Don Alex & Jessica Marino 
Ken & Rita Martin 
Joseph & Mary Mascazine 
Janet Masters 
Jess McCafferty 
Jacqueline Morris 
Sandra Nearhood 
Daniel Nester 
Linsee Nungester 
Carolyn Obey 
Genevieve Petroski 
Jeffrey & Margaret Poole 
Hallie Pryor 
J.C. Rogolsky 
Gene & Jane Ruch 
Jeffery & Laurie Ruch 
Cindy Russeau 
Jo-Anne Salem 
Gary Schetter 

 



 

 
  
Edie Schlosser 
Thomas Schneider 
Fern Schultz & Ronald Weckerlin 
Kurt & Mary Ann Schuster 
Brian & Alison Sills 
John & Mary Anne Sobecki 
Barbara Stein 
Ann Strickler 
Elizabeth Tapyrik 
John & Lisa Thebes 
Russ & Michelle Tichenor 
James & Mary Tita 
Jerome Tomc 
Karen Trapp 
Pamela Ulrich 
Vanessa Vershum 
Deborah Vestal 
Gerald & Mary Vetter 
Rita Visser 
Dale & Victoria Wiltse 
Kelly Wissolik 
Timothy & Deborah Wolf 
David & Sharon Young 
Robert & Jennifer Zak 

In-Kind Donors 
Barry Bagels 
Duane Bastion 
Mary & Colleen Bennett 
Donna Bly 
Charles & Arlene Bodette 
Kris Brickman, MD 
Mark & Gloria Buganski 
Michael Buganski 
Burton's Hairstylists 
Chick-Fil-A (Central & McCord) - 

Justin Amburger 
Ciao Restaurante & Mainstreet 

Ventures - Terry Krentz 
Rodney & Sharon Clark 
Colony Hardware 
Sharla Cook 
The Dan & Don Show - Dan 

O'Connor & Don Binkley 
Dave White Chevrolet – Joe 

Mehling 
John & Susan Dignam 
Dillard's 
Double D Golf Sales - Don Denyer 
Michael & Jill Ducey 
Kathy Dull 
Kathryn Eisenmann & Pete Haak 
Face Perfection Spa - Edie 

Schlosser 
Fit Vibrations - MaryEllen Grogan 
Fricker's (Sylvania) 
For the Love of Art - Bob Schira 

 

Lisa Gleason 
Handel’s Homemade Ice Cream - 

Chris Boyde 
Heidelberg 
Eric Keller 
Brenda Kern 
Emily Kiner 
Traese Kuhl 
Timothy Kuhn & Renata DeLaney 
Libbey Glass Outlet 
Lievens 3 Seasons - Sara Lievens 
Lowe's 
David & Patricia Mallory 
Marbled Bits Jewelry - Mary 

Mascazine 
Liz Meister 
Dan & MaryAnne Nowacki 
James & Trish Nycz 
James & Pat O'Connor 
Maria Angelica Perez 
Shelley Perna 
Christine Raszka Pizza, LMT 
Margee Poole 
Potbelly Sandwich Shop 
Larry & Lynda Riggs 
Rooster Men's Grooming Center 

- Greg Ballmer 
Randy & Anne Ruch 
Sarnies 
Kevin Savage 
Dorothea Sawicki 
Tony Schiciano Jewelry 
Linda Schlachter 
Shannon Schwanbeck 
Scrambler's - Phil Buerk 
Second Sole - Matt Folk 
Regina Severance 
Shorty's True American 

Roadhouse - Nick Mancy 
Signature Bank, N.A. 
Linda Smith 
Sofo Foods 
Pam Stahl 
Mary Ann Strayer 
Sugar, Sugar - Sarah Petro 
T&T Extreme Health & Fitness - 

Rickey & Brenda Thomas 
Thrivent Financial Action Teams 
Toledo Metal Spinning Company 
Toledo Opera 
Toledo Orthopaedic Surgeons 
Tranquil Touch Massage - Bre 

Leistzke 
The University of Toledo 
Rita Visser 
Timothy & Roxanne Ward 

 

Travis & Bethany Weirich 
Jim White 
Windows to the World 

Photography - Ellen Kalinoski 
Yojaja Yoga - Ann Heckler 

Event Volunteers 
Patience Bachman 
Era Blakney 
Gloria Buganski 
Mark Buganski 
Ryan Buganski 
Ellen Christ 
Sharon Clark 
Rodney Clark 
Sharla Cook 
Doug Cook 
Lisa Craig 
Kathy Curry 
Nick Easley 
Kelly Hanna 
Mason Johnson 
Emily Kinsey 
Tim Kuhn 
Theresa Kulka 
Sue Litle 
David Mallory 
Patricia Mallory 
John Pierce 
Owen Pierce 
Jeff Poole 
Margee Poole 
Lynda Riggs 
Anne Ruch 
Randy Ruch 
Jo-Anne Salem 
Dorothea Sawicki 
Jessica Schulte 
Linda Smith 
Mary Vetter 
Roxanne Ward 

Mission Trip Participants 
Brittany Belkiewitz 
Rachel Easley  
Dulce Flor 
Gillian Heckler 
Natalie King 
Tim Kuhn 
Anne Ruch 
Randy Ruch 
Courtney Rusch 
Alisha Sangal 
Chetti Smith 
Jacob Snow 
Laura Swan 
Jonathan Zee 

 



 

 

Our Mission: SewHope partners with the poor, 
marginalized, and exploited in Guatemala to help 
end the injustices of poverty and bring about 
sustainable communities. 

SewHope, Inc. 
P.O. Box 12522 
Toledo, OH  43606 

www.SewHope.org 


