VOLUNTEER AGREEMENT

For Trip Participants of SEWHOPE
All trip applicants must sign the Volunteer Agreement.    Final approval of any applicant for trip participation is left to the discretion of the President of SEWHOPE.
1.  I have reviewed and will respect the mission statement, philosophy and vision of  as written below:

Mission Statement

The mission of SEWHOPE is to promote spiritual growth, health, opportunity and education in underserved communities of the Petén region of Guatemala.

Philosophy and Vision

 SEWHOPE exists to follow the example of Jesus Christ to serve the poor. We are committed to serving an area of extreme poverty in the largely indigenous Petén region of Guatemala where there exists one of the highest levels of malnutrition, child and maternal mortality, and illiteracy in the world.  We are working to empower these people with the tools they need to envision their own self-development as they break free of the dehumanizing cycle of extreme poverty while avoiding dependency and paternalism.  All activities, planning, decision making and monitoring of projects are shaped by the local people and their culture.  We acknowledge that by working together to reconcile a divided world, we are helping eradicate many types of human poverty, suffering, isolation and oppression that is faced by rich and poor alike.

2. I understand that  SEWHOPE believes that Christ is at the center of this mission trip.
3. I am committed to working with the mission team and always following the directions of the team leader.  

4. I agree to attend and be respectful at evening group discussions, bible studies, church attendance and prayer meetings.
5. I agree to be respectful of all trip participants.  

6. I agree to refrain from tobacco, alcohol and drug use during the mission trip.

7. I agree to follow the laws of both the U.S. and Guatemala while on this trip.

8. I agree not to leave the project area without the permission of the team leader.

9. I agree to dress modestly and follow the dress code recommended by the team leader.

10. I will attend all team meetings prior to the trip if at all possible.  If I cannot attend a meeting, I will get the information from the meeting leader.

11. I will adhere to deadlines on all requirements for passports, visas, financial obligations, vaccinations, travel insurance, etc.

12. I will refrain from inappropriate behavior such as excessive public displays of affection, excessive photography, obscene language, etc.
13. I will refrain from giving any gifts during the trip without the permission of the team leader.

14. I understand that  SEWHOPE may perform a background check, and I agree to provide any requested information.

15. If I am a physician or advanced medical practitioner, I understand that  SEWHOPE will request my current credentialing status from my hospital.

16. I, the undersigned, have read, fully understand and hereby agree to comply with the rules, regulations and requirements presented and explained.  I, my estate, my heirs and successors, hereby covenant and agree to hold SEWHOPE Inc, its officers, directors, members, agents and employees harmless and to indemnify them from any and all liability for injury, loss, claims or damages from any cause to person or property arising out of my involvement in the mission, all actions and travel related to the mission and conduct in connection with the mission, regardless of negligence.

Applicant Signature and Date ___________________________________________________________

Parent Signature and Date  _____________________________________________________________

(If applicant is a minor)

